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of Christianity, and on the religious exaltation which threw Palestine into its hopeless struggle against Rome.
Under some circumstances, which we do not know, Josiah must have become converted to the views of the extreme party. It would seem to have been merely a personal change of opinion on his part, for his sons certainly did not share it, nor did the ladies of the palace. He proceeded, however, to carry into effect his own religious ideas with the usual determination of an Eastern ruler or of any of the German princes, Catholic or Protestant, who took an active part in the religious troubles of the sixteenth or seventeenth century. Had Jeremiah a powerful influence in bringing about this change ? That is a question which cannot be answered, from, any historical data we possess; but it is at least extremely probable. Anyhow, it was his religious policy which triumphed along the whole line, and a reaction set in against the reaction inaugurated by Manasseh, which brought to the extreme party very much greater successes than they had ever had in the days of Flezekiah. The local shrines all over Judah were suppressed, and the foreign deities were disowned ; the Temple was purified and rose immensely in importance, becoming as completely the centre